
April 
Highlights 

April 1 
Easter Sunday 

8:30 and 10 AM 
No Sunday School 

April 8 
Registration for VBS 

April 11 
Senior Ministry Program 

1:00 PM   Parlor 

April 20-22 
Feed My Starving Children 

Packing Event 

April 22 
Youth Sunday 

April 29 
Youth Mission Trip  
Bowling Fundraiser

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World

Glad Tidings
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield •  April • 2018

Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith Members,

Easter and April Fools on the same day! What a hoot! Or 
maybe not.  

The news of Jesus' resurrection, according to the gospel 
writers, first struck his followers as impossible, a mistaken 
report, an "April Fools" joke. Even after several days had 

passed, some still doubted. Remember his friend, Thomas. 

The account does contain a joke, although not necessarily striking many as 
humorous. It was on those who'd put him to death, who were certain they'd 
silenced the message he'd announced. It was on all the powers of darkness, 
sorrow and despair that Jesus promised to defeat, not only in his life, but also 
in his death and resurrection.  

Paul says we have to be "fools for Christ" to believe such stuff. So maybe it's 
appropriate that Easter this year fell on April Fools Day. It provides a good 
reminder that the holy joke continues to be told. It provides a needed 
reminder that through the resurrected Christ surprises still await us, God still 
moves in the most unexpected ways to bring life where death seems to have 
the final word. 

I, for one, am going to try to live as an Easter fool, keeping my heart and eyes 
open for the life-giving jokes God still plans on playing! 

In the peace of the Risen Christ, 
Bill 

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor



2

GLAD TIDINGS 
(formerly 
Haddonfield 
Presbyterian 
Messenger) 
(USPS-555-260) 
volume 36 number 
8.  

Published monthly 
except July by First 
Presbyterian 
Church, 20 Kings 
Highway East, 
Haddonfield, NJ 
08033. Periodicals 
postage at Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034. 

POSTMASTER Please 
send address 
changes to First 
Presbyterian 
Church,  
20 Kings Highway E., 
Haddonfield, NJ 
08033. 

Worship 

8:30 AM - Chapel 
10:00 AM - 
Sanctuary 

5:00 PM - Dinner 
Church 

Fellowship Hall 

Holy Communion 
First Sundays 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

20 Kings Highway 
East 

Haddonfield, NJ  
08033 

www.haddonfieldpr
es.org 

856-429-1960

HOME GATHERINGS IN 
APRIL 
Join us at one of our Home 
Gathering conversations as we 
discuss the future of leadership 
and direction of the church. 
Members of the Mission Study 
team will lead each our 
conversations and the 
incorporate their findings into 
our Mission Study Report. Your 
insights are vital for our work! 
Please sign up for a Home 
Gathering today by emailing 
our Interim Associate Pastor, 
Laura Colee at 
lcolee@haddonfieldpres.org. 
Home Gathering conversations 
will be held on: 

• Monday, April 2nd from 
7-8:30pm in the Church 
Parlor 

• Wednesday, April 4th 
from 10:30am-noon in 
the Church Parlor 

• Thursday, April 5th from 
11am-12:30pm in the 
Church Parlor 

• Friday, April 6th 
9:30-11am in the 
Church Parlor 

• Sunday, April 15th from 
11:30am-1pm in 
Fellowship Hall 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, April 11, for our 
program on Senior Law. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING OFFERING 
will be received on Easter 
Sunday, April 1. OGHS 
envelopes may be placed in the 
offering plates at any worship 
service during Holy Week. Join 
this long-standing, ecumenical 
effort to alleviate the effects of 
poverty, injustice, and disaster.

Glad Tidings 
Betsy Westermaier  

Editor 
beewulf@mac.com 

— Church Staff — 

Rev. Bill Getman  
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Laura Colee  
Interim Associate Pastor 

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director 

Gabrielle Heimerling 
Director of Christian Ed. 

Barbara Sewall  
Preschool Director 

Ed Hess 
Director of Social Work 

Mark A. Cole 
Organist 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright  
Children’s Choirs 

Beth Thomas  
Financial Secretary 

Anne Vial  
Office Administrator 

Elizabeth Kessler  
Receptionist 

Mike Richardson 
Custodian

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
BOWLING 
FUNDRAISER 
Sunday, April 29  

3-5pm 
At the Big Event — $15 

Join us on Sunday, April 
29th at 3pm at the Big Event 
(1536 Kings Hwy N, Cherry 
Hill, NJ) for our Youth 
Mission Trip Bowling 
Fundraiser. $15 will get you 
2 hours of bowling, shoe 
rental, and pizza and soda 
for your lane. See you there! 

A Note of Thanks 
Many thanks to those 
who donated Easter 
flowers in memory of 
loved ones, and to 
Margot Dark and family 
for collecting names 
and transporting and 
arranging the flowers. 
This beautiful floral 
tribute added much 
color and the vibrant 
energy of Spring to our 
Easter services.

2018 VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL  
REGISTRATION 

Registration for VBS 2017 
will begin on Sunday, April 
8th! VBS will be held 
from 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m., 
June 19-23 at First 
Presbyterian Church. 
Registration forms will be 
available April 8th online at 
www.haddonfieldpres.org.  

Volunteer station leaders 
and teenage shepherds 
(starting at 6th grade) are 
needed!  

Please contact our DCE 
Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com 
for more information.

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:lcolee@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:lcolee@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
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MUSIC MINISTRY
He is Risen!  And it is time to celebrate this joyous season in worship.  Please note that the 
schedule below is different from the color-coded schedule handed out at the beginning 
of the season—specifically concerning the Thomas Sherrerd Choir and Whitechapel Bells.  
Please change these on your home calendar. 

Worship Participation Schedule 

  Moore Bells  4/1/18 8:00am & 10:00am 

   Kirk Ringers  4/8/18 10:00am 

  Whitechapel Bells 4/15/18 10:00am 

  Thomas Sherrerd 4/22/18 10:00am 
  Choir 

  Alleluia Bells  4/29/18 10:00am 

Community Concert 
On Sunday, March 4th at 4:00pm, our church participated in a choral festival featuring ten adult and children’s 
choirs from our community to raise money for Urban Promise.  We had been planning this event since 
September, and it was a joy to watch it unfold as caring singers and congregants from around Haddonfield 
gathered to make music and support a great cause.  As a result, about $2000 were raised to serve 
underprivileged children.  My personal thanks goes out to the Chapel Choir and Chancel Choir for their hard 
work and participation, to the hundreds of people who came to support the event, and to the pastors and music 
directors who helped to organize it.   

Children’s Musical 
On May 6th, the Cherub Choir, Carol Choir, and Chapel Choir will present this year’s musical, Oh, Jonah! (the story 
of Jonah and the Whale) at 4:00pm.  Please invite family in friends to attend this fun telling of one of the Bible’s 
best-known stories. 

In preparation for this event, the following special rehearsals will be held: 
• Speaking Rehearsals: Tuesday 7:00pm-8:30pm in the sanctuary in April 
• Full Cast Rehearsal: Sunday, April 29th from 12:30pm–3:00pm in the sanctuary.  (Make sure your child 

eats lunch before rehearsal.) 
• Dress Rehearsal: Wednesday, May 2nd from 3:45–5pm in the sanctuary 
• Performance Call Time: 3:30pm on May 6th in the Choir Room. 

Parents, please mark your calendars to ensure full participation!  Thank you!

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director

Join Your Neighbors • Help Your Neighbors 

The next training for Interfaith Caregivers is Wednesday, April 11, 2018 from 7:00-9:30 pm at the Mabel Kay 
Senior Center, 24 Walnut Street, Haddonfield (next to the Acme parking lot). 

For 28 years Interfaith Caregivers has been helping people 65+ and those with disabilities live 
independently and stay active in their community. Our volunteers provide rides to medical appointments, grocery 
stores, and social events.  We grocery shop and run errands with/for seniors.   Do you or someone you know need 
Interfaith Caregivers? If so call our office at 856-354-0298.  Many of your neighbors are already helping our nearly 
300 clients.  Won’t you join them?  Give as much time as you have –we work around your schedule.  For more 
details, call the Interfaith Caregivers office at 856-354-0298 or visit www.ifchaddons.org. 

http://www.ifchaddons.org
http://www.ifchaddons.org
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WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY  

Every Wednesday morning from 
10:30-11:45am in the Church Parlor, 
we explore the New Testament 
together. Dan Colombi leads our 
study each week. Adults of all 
Biblical background and experience 
are welcome to join us! 

DINNER CHURCH  
Sunday Evening Service  

Christian life has always been lived 
out around a table. We are told that 
Jesus would gather around tables to 
bless meals, perform miracles, teach 
his followers, and serve those he 
loved. With this understanding in 
mind, we’d like to invite you to our 
weekly Sunday evening Dinner 
Church worship service from 
5:00-6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. We 
hope to feed you in body, mind, and 
spirit!

PARISH REGISTER 

Joined the Church 
Triumphant 

Mary Deisher 
 March 11 

Mildred Boyce 
 March 24

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASS 
Sundays April 8th & 15th 
Back Board Room — 
9:00-9:45am 

Join our Christian Heritage Class 
at our new time as we explore 
IRELAND FROM ENGLISH 
CONQUEST TO PROTESTANT 
ASCENDANCY--with emphasis 
on the remaining Protestant 
economic, cultural and social 
leadership and the heritage 
they maintain in a country 
overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic. David Stedman will 
lead our Powerpoint Lecture for 
these two classes. All are 
welcome to join!

ADULT EDUCATION 
BOOK STUDY  
Everything Happens for a 
Reason and Other Lies I’ve 
Loved by Kate Bowler 
Sundays April 8, 22, 29 and 
May 6 
Back Board Room — 
11:15am-12:30pm 

Join us after Easter as we read 
and explore this powerful 
memoir together. Kate Bowler is 
a professor of American Church 
History at Duke Divinity School. 
She specialized in the study of 
the prosperity gospel, a creed 
that sees fortune as a blessing 
from God and misfortune as a 
mark of God’s disapproval.  

At thirty-five, everything in her 
life from her thriving academic 
career from her growing family 
seems to point toward 
“blessing.” Then she is 
diagnosed with stage IV colon 
cancer and has to face many 
theological lies learned as a 
Christian. 

 What does it mean to die, she 
wonders, in a society that insists 
everything happens for a 
reason? Kate is stripped of this 
certainty only to discover that 
without it, life is hard but 
beautiful in a way it never was 
before. 
 Join us Sundays from 
11:15am-12:30pm in the Back 
Board Room for this four week 
study of this funny, wise, and 
powerful book. 



Preschool News 

April 16 – 18   School Group Pictures 
April 27, Friday.  The animals are coming 
to the Court Yard. 
The Baby Animals Farm arrive.  Classes that 

attend on this Friday will visit the animals 
during class time.  Children not attending 
class on Friday, may come to visit the animals 
during the lunch time – 11:30 am to 12:20 
pm. 

April 30 – May 4 – Bike Rodeo in Fellowship Hall. 
This is the last week for Creative Movement, Music, Yoga 
& Art 

Note on “texting” for you to consider: 
The kids  text me ”plz” which is shorter than please.  I text back 

“no” which is shorter than “yes”!

Barbara Sewall 
Preschool Director
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HELP THE OFFICE WITH 
CONTACT INFORMATION  

Do we have your most current email 
address and phone number? Have 
you given up your landline and need 
to share a cell phone number with 
us? Have you been missing out on 
church emails and Glad Tidings? 
Please let the office know if you 
need any updates: 
avial@haddonfieldpres.org. The 
Friendship Register works, too! 

COLLECTION FOR MIGRANT 
CHILDREN’S HYGIENE BAGS 
HAS BEGUN  

Regular sizes of shampoo, soap, 
washcloths, deodorant, toothpaste, 
and toothbrushes are needed. Items 
can be purchased at dollar stores. 
The bags will be distributed in June. 
Leave your donations in the church 
office marked “Migrant Children.” Call 
Neva Bosch with any questions - 
856-869-3070. Thank you. 

PW APRIL GATHERINGS 

The Coordinating Team will meet on 
Tuesday, April 3 at 9:45 AM in the 
Hospitality Center. 

Circle 4 will meet on Monday evening, 
April 9, at 7:30 in the Church Parlor.  
Linda Hess will be the Hostess, 
856-428-8598. 
Circles 1, 2, and 3 will meet on Tuesday, 
April 17. 
Circle 1 at 9:30 AM in the Back Board 
Room. 
Circle 2 at 1:30 PM in the Church Parlor. 
Circle 3 at 10:00 AM in the Church 
Parlor. Judy Grantham will be the 
Hostess, 856-231-8922. 
Please remember your contributions for 
the migrant workers' hygiene bags.

OUR RESURRECTION WINDOW 

The center panel of the window in the balcony shows an 
angel robed in white with his right hand pointing to the 
empty tomb and his left pointing upward indicating that 
Christ has risen. At the angel’s feet is a pitcher reminding us of 
Christ’s washing the disciples’ feet. The angel on the left holds 
a lily emblematic of immortality, and at his feet is the Chain of 
Death broken by Christ’s resurrection.  On the far right is a 
panel depicting the three Marys who had come early in the 
morning with oil to anoint Christ’s body only to receive the 
angel’s message, “He is not here, for he has risen as he 
promised.” 
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GET READY TO PACK  
 Feed My Starving Children packing event!  

Registration opened on March 1 for the April 20-22 
pack at the Cherry Hill Armory. If you haven’t packed 
before, it’s two hours of fast, noisy fun, and there is a 

job for everyone from 5 years old up to 105!  
After packing with us last year, some people 

reported the experience was life-changing. Others 
say it is simply a blast!  

Our goal for this year is to pack 500,000 meals that 
will be sent to hungry children world-wide. The food 
we’ve packed in prior years has gone to locations in 
Haiti, Somalia, Swaziland and other areas of greatest 

need. 

Sign up yourself, your family and friends, or a group. 
Don’t delay – this is a very popular community event 

and spots fill up quickly.  

For more information, or to register anytime, go to 
www.fmsc.org. QUESTIONS? Contact Gerry Rice at 

gerviola@mac.com or www.fmsc.org.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Spring Into Action 
Everyone is welcome to join in.  There are 
plenty of mission opportunities for all of 
our members regardless of age or ability. 

1.  Check out our bulletin board and new 
information center on the first floor 
between the stairwells. 
2.  Pick up a Mission Outreach brochure. 
3.  Start Now, sign up for Feed My Starving 
Children packing event. 
4.  Drop off items to the office for PW's 
hygiene bags for migrant children. 
5.  Donate non-perishable food, clothes, 
and toiletries in the open closet behind 
the parlor. 
6.  Get Justice and Advocacy information 
by sending your email address to Anne in 
the church office at 
avial@haddonfieldpres.org.  Even better - 
join the Justice and Advocacy committee. 
7.  Contact Rita Brown at (856)768-3293 for 
more information or to join the mission 
committee. 

Calendar 

April 1st Join Presbyterians around the 
world in giving to One Great Hour Of 
Sharing offering. 
April 21st St. Wilfrid's clinic 11-1 pm 
April 20th-22nd Feed My Starving 
Children Packing Event 
April 24th New Visions cooking 1 pm 
May 13th PW's Mother's Day Blanket 
Appeal 
May 19th St. Wilfrid's clinic 11-1 pm 
May 20th The Pentecost Offering to 
support youth and young adults 
May 22nd New Visions cooking 1 pm 
June 16th St. Wilfred's clinic 11-1 pm  
*There will be no clinics in July or August.

PW APRIL MEETINGS 

The Coordinating Team will meet on Tuesday, April 3 at 9:45 AM in 
the Hospitality Center. 

Circle 4 will meet on Monday evening, April 9, at 7:30 in the Church 
Parlor.  Linda Hess will be the Hostess, 856-428-8598. 
Circles 1, 2, and 3 will meet on Tuesday, April 17. 
Circle 1 at 9:30 AM in the Back Board Room. 
Circle 2 at 1:30 PM in the Church Parlor. 
Circle 3 at 10:00 AM in the Church Parlor. Judy Grantham will be the 
Hostess, 856-231-8922. 
Please remember your contributions for the migrant workers' hygiene 
bags.

mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
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THE SPRING GATHERING OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN of the WEST JERSEY PRESBYTERY 
Saturday, April 14,  9:30 – 12:30       St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church,   Laurel Springs 

Sustainability of our Environment will be the focus of the Spring Gathering’s program. Just what does that 
entail? The definition of sustainability as an environmental science states: it is the quality of not being harmful to the 
environment or depleting natural resources, and thereby supporting long-term ecological balance. 

The guest speakers will be Caren Kaufman, Sustainable Cherry Hill; Dawson Winch, Haddon Heights 
Presbyterian Church; and the Reverend Dr. Deborah Brincivalli, Executive Presbyter of the West Jersey Presbytery.  
Caren will open the program by speaking about the sustainability of our environment and how we can help to foster 
this in our communities.  Dawson, who has a Master’s degree in Natural Resource Management from VA Tech’s Center 
for Leadership in Global Sustainability, will share with us the aims of PC(USA) Earth Care to make our congregations 
“Earth Care Certified.”  Concluding the program, the Reverend Brincivalli will explain how the Presbyterian Church will 
remain sustainable as a denomination throughout this year and beyond. What shape will that sustainability take? 

Registration will begin at 9:30 AM followed by the program at 10:00.  The program will end with a luncheon 
($10) around 12:30. Plan to stay to talk with members of other PW groups and to participate in a fun recycling event.  
Just bring costume jewelry, scarves or other items you no longer use in small sandwich bags. Each item will be priced 
at $2 and placed on a table for sale. Proceeds from the event will go the PW’s Birthday Offering. You can share your 
“treasures” and help others at the same time! 

Make your reservations now.  RSVP Lisa Huber, Moderator at JJLhuber5@gmail.com. Carpooling will be 
available. Call Carol Carty at 856-858-6442 to make arrangements.

MEET OUR PARTNER STUDENT 

Join us on Friday, April 20, from 
9:30 to 12:30, for Partner’s Day at 
UrbanPromise Academy in Camden.  We 
will have the opportunity to visit the 
campus during a regular school day, meet 
our Partner, Giona, listen to presentations, 
learn what is being taught and converse 
with students and teachers at lunch.  

By sponsoring a student, our PW is 
helping to provide her with a quality 
education within a safe, structured and 
stimulating atmosphere which is rich in 
love and compassion. Giona had attended 
other schools in Camden where she did 
not feel safe and was not educationally 
challenged. Here at UrbanPromise, she also 
works as a StreetLeader where she is a 
mentor to younger students in the after-
school camp.  

All interested members of our 
church are invited to attend. Call Neva 
Bosch, 856-869-3070, our liaison with the 
program, to learn more specifics. 
Carpooling can be arranged through Carol 
Carty, 856-858-6442.

THE SPRING LUNCHEON OF HADDONFIELD  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN    

Tuesday, May 8   12:30 PM     Tavistock Country Club 

We’ll be returning to Tavistock Country Club for our annual 
Spring Luncheon on Tuesday, May 8.  Our speakers, Pastors Carol 
Robinson and Samantha Pompey, are members of “The Waymakers,” 
a non-profit organization from Willingboro. They will share with us 
their heartwarming story of their program in Ghana which provided 
restrooms and fresh water wells for a small village, life-changing 
differences for the women in the village.  Learn about the plans they 
have for future projects. 

Please send your reservation for the luncheon to Patricia 
Woodland, 137 N Hinchman Avenue in Haddonfield by May 1. 
Include your entrée selection (from the following list) along with 
your check for $23. 

All entrees include soup, rolls and butter, dessert, coffee 
or tea. 

1. Warm Asparagus Quiche with Mesclun Salad 

2. Chicken Crepe Elegante with Medley of Fresh Green 
Vegetables 

3. Caesar Salad with Shrimp and Crab (complete) 

4. Gluten-free Option of Grilled Chicken with 
Vegetables

mailto:JJLhuber5@gmail.com
mailto:JJLhuber5@gmail.com


In Remembrance of Me 

I am this broken and bleeding world. 
I am Brussels, blown apart, the strewn limbs, the 
piercing wail of a mother for her baby. 
I am Yemen, at the marketplace, charred bodies of 
children face-down in the dust. 
I am Syria, families cramming into boats as guns and 
missiles chase them from the shore. 
I am Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, 
pockmarked by bomb blasts, orphaned children 
hiding away from clear blue skies. 
I am the growling of empty bellies drowned by the 
sound of gold pouring into the bottomless coffers of 
the war machines as they devour their sustenance and 
spit out death in return. 
I am generation upon generation of silenced and 
vanished victim buried in the ground and trampled. 
I am slain from the foundation of the world. 
Absorbing the fear and hate of thousands of years, 
I clothed myself in flesh and vulnerability 
And came back to my plundered home. 
I walked among those whose pain I had shouldered 
from the beginning of time, 
The cast off and thrown away. 
I took the leper into my arms. 
In my eyes the used and exploited found their 
humanity reflected back to them. 
I opened the eyes of the blind. 
I fed the starving with bread and wisdom. 
I took the children on my knee. 
As I walked, I scattered the Love in which I was born 
before time began. 

A sick and aching world takes time to heal. 
And in that time, fear moves fast. 
The Powers that build their empires by exploiting 
divisions – 
Only to reign in the sprawling chaos by uniting the 
deceived people against someone – 
Have named me the enemy. 
So now I come to you, my friends, 
As we gather around this table. 
And you quarrel about who among you is the greatest. 
Don’t you see, it is this me-against-you attitude 
That has brought me here, to the brink of my 
destruction? 
For one evening, let us put aside the bitter bickering 
And enjoy one last feast, one final fellowship. 
If you want to be great, cast off the shackles of self-
doubt that choke out your love for each other, 

If you want glory, make it manifest in acts of service. 
I come among you, I come below you, washing your 
feet, 
To show you love you’ve never known. 
You will never know how blessed and beloved you are, 
Until you let the love within you pour out to others. 
From the beginning of time, I have seen brother set 
against brother, 
Nation set against nation, 
Selfishness erupt in violence, converging upon victim 
after victim 
All sprung from the same seed of desire for greatness 
against someone else. 
If you want to be great, be for others, 
Even as I am for you. 
I am this broken and bleeding world. 
This bread is my broken body. 
This cup is my spilled blood. 
As it has been done to victims from the beginning of 
time, 
So it is done to me. 
I give my broken self to you. 

Take in my life. 
Let me nourish you with my love 
Until the spirit of compassion bursts the old wineskins 
of your brittle hearts … 
Until you become a new creation. 
Let the body of my work become the work of your 
body. 
Embrace the outcasts, 
Reconcile enemies, 
Feed my sheep. 
Unite in me, with me in you. 
I give my broken self to you – 
Only in coming together can the fullness of my life be 
manifest again. 
Let this bread bind you together, 
Let this wine wash away your divisions. 
I am broken for a broken world 
A world that needs your love 
To be made whole again. 
Take me into you and become my body. 
Eat this bread. 
Drink this wine. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

Lindsey Paris-Lopez 
Lindsey Paris-Lopez is editor-in-chief at the Raven 
Foundation

https://sojo.net/biography/lindsey-paris-lopez
https://sojo.net/biography/lindsey-paris-lopez

