
November 
Highlights 

November 5 
Holy Communion 

Daylight Savings Ends 

November 15 
Senior Ministry Program 

1:00 PM 

November 19 
Anniversary Sunday 

Turkey Collection 
8:15 AM - Noon 

Community Thanksgiving 
7:30 PM  

Grace Episcopal Church 

November 23 
Thanksgiving Day 

November 26 
Advent Festival 

5:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

Please remember to bring 
non-perishable food items 

to worship on Sunday to 
share with those in need.

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World

Glad Tidings
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield •  November • 2017

Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith members, 

Those of you who have been involved in church for many 
years will not be surprised when I tell you that November 
will be stewardship month. And those of you who are new 
to church may join long-time members in assuming 
stewardship is primarily about money; your money and 
how much you will commit to the church in 2018. 

It's a partially accurate assumption. Laura and I will be 
talking about money and how we believe God calls us to use it. But the 
conversation will all be in the context of gratitude, specifically our gratitude to 
God for the gifts we have received.  

During the three weeks in November we will ask you to reflect on the ways God 
has provided for you and those you care most about. We will encourage giving 
which grows out of gratefulness for those provisions. And then on Anniversary 
Sunday, November 19, we will ask you in the context of worship to make a 
financial commitment for the coming year. Our day will conclude with a catered 
thanksgiving brunch. 

The Stewardship Committee has selected the theme, "Opening Our Hearts and 
Doors," reflecting our church's mission statement and encouraging us to continue 
growing in our faith and in our outreach into the world beyond our church. 

So come with your assumptions - that's okay! But please come, as well, with a 
deep thankfulness for the ways God has been present and at work in your life. 

In Christ's peace, 
Bill

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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Parish Register 

Baptized 
Dillon Andrew Butcher,  

son of  
Lindsey and Todd Butcher  

Elena Elyse Grafals, 
 daughter of  

April and Ken Grafals 

Married 
James Martin & Walter Brennon 

10/13 
Erica Nardi & Matthew Newborn 

10/21 
Ashlee Pellegrino & Robert Raso 

10/28.

Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service 

The Haddonfield Council 
of Churches will hold its 
annual Community 
Thanksgiving Service on 
Sunday, November 19 
at 7:30 PM at Grace 
Episcopal Church.  
One of the highlights of 
each year's service is the 
large community choir. 
So join us as we give 
thanks for the gifts we 
have received and can 
share.

November Senior 
Ministry Program 

Nancy Gorman,  Virtua Geriatric 
Care Manager, will be with us on 
Wednesday, November 15 at 
1:00 PM to discuss the various 
issues we face when moving to a 
senior living facility.  

One such issue involves leaving 
long-time family homes and the 
accompanying adjustments we 
face in such a significant life 
change . Nancy will offer an 
overview of the major types of 
senior living communities and 
how they differ from each other.

On the Bus with Betsy B:  Our Canadian Adventure 

Thursday, September 14, with 27 hearty travelers, we began our Canadian adventure.  An 
overnight stop in Maine gave us a break before our six hour long ferry ride from Portland to 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.  Arriving near midnight, we met our kilted tour guide and found our 
hotel.  Early the next day we’re off, arriving in the beautiful coastal town of Lunenberg for lunch.  
Afterwards we headed to Peggy’s Cove, a picturesque fishing village with a fog covered 
lighthouse.  Happily, the fog lifted before we left. 

After a tour around Halifax and time at the hotel for a nap, we took a dinner cruise 
aboard the Harbour Queen.  Mussels, fish chowder, and other specialities were served, and the 
evening was topped off with a wonderful singer who encouraged everyone to sing along to our 
requests.  

The ferry to Prince Edward Island landed near Charlottetown where we had free time to 
shop and explore.  Arriving in Cavendish, we saw the quaint green and white home of the author 
of Anne of Green Gables.  Later that night we attended the dazzling “Anne of Green Gables 
Musical”. 

Traveling to St. John, New Brunswick, we 
toured Hopewell Rocks, and were fortunate to be 
there long enough to walk on the sand around the 
rocks when the tide went out.  Bay of Fundy Parkway 
Trail was a winding road with interesting photo stops 
along the way.   

I’ve been waiting two years since our Maine 
trip to see Campobello, the summer home of Franklin 
& Eleanor Roosevelt.  It was worth the wait.  We had a 
delightful tea with two ladies who told us all about 
Eleanor.  The grounds were beautiful manicured lawns 
and gardens. 

Once through Customs, we headed back to 
Maine overnight.  Bud Miller delighted us with a 
round of group singing.  Everyone mingled well and someone remarked that this group had 
“heart” and felt like a “family” at the end. 

GLAD TIDINGS 
(formerly 
Haddonfield 
Presbyterian 
Messenger) 
(USPS-555-260) 
volume 36 number 
4.  

Published monthly 
except July by First 
Presbyterian 
Church, 20 Kings 
Highway East, 
Haddonfield, NJ 
08033. Periodicals 
postage at Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034. 

POSTMASTER Please 
send address 
changes to First 
Presbyterian 
Church,  
20 Kings Highway 
E., Haddonfield, NJ 
08033. 

Worship 

8:30 AM - Chapel 
10:00 AM - 
Sanctuary 

5:00 PM - Dinner 
Church 

Fellowship Hall 

Holy Communion 
First Sundays 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

20 Kings Highway 
East 

Haddonfield, NJ  
08033 

www.haddonfieldpr
es.org 

856-429-1960

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Thank you to all of our members for a wonderful start to 
the season!  Please take a moment to remind yourself 
when your ensemble with lead in worship during 
November as we approach our season of Thanksgiving. 

Worship Participation Schedule 

Thomas Sherrerd    11/5/17  10:00am 
  Choir 

Moore Bells   11/12/17 10:00am 

  Cherub Choir  11/19/17 10:00am 

Carol Choir   11/19/17 10:00am 
   
  Kirk Ringers  11/26/17 10:00am 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
On Sunday, November 19th, the churches of Haddonfield will gather together in 
Grace Episcopal Church at 7:30pm for an evening of thanksgiving and song.  This 
beautiful service reminds us of the many blessings God gives to us that unite us 
as we share them with one another.  Our Chancel Choir and other church choirs 
of our town will join together to sing praise to God with one voice.  We invite you 
to join us as we remember God’s gifts and celebrate together. 

Thank You! 
A special thank you to a past choir member and her family, who made a 
generous donation to our music program!  These funds will help us to cover 
expenses that exceeded our budget this year as we purchased new music and 
equipment, found a new organist, and grew our choirs.  Many thanks from all 
members and friends of the music program here at FPC! 

Hymn of the Month: “Let All Things Now Living”
Katherine Kennicott Davis (1892–1980) wrote the text for this Welsh folk melody, 
{ASH GROVE}, in the 1920s and published it under the pseudonym John Cowley 
in 1939. She cites the Book of National Songs, a small pamphlet published by 
Novello and Company, as her source for this tune, and the present harmonization 
is by Gerald H. Knight (1908–1979). Davis was born in St. Joseph, Missouri, taught 
at the Shady Hill School for Girls in Philadelphia, and later, received an honorary 
doctorate from Stetson University. Her composition, “The Little Drummer Boy,” 
also published under a pseudonym, has become a well-loved Christmas carol. 
“Let All Things Now Living” reminds us of the praise and thanksgiving that we 
sing to God as God protects, guides, and orders creation. 

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director

Glad Tidings 

Betsy Westermaier  
Editor 

beewulf@mac.com 

— Church Staff — 

Rev. Bill Getman  
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Laura Colee  
Interim Associate Pastor 

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director 

Gabrielle Heimerling 
Director of Christian Ed. 

Barbara Sewall  
Preschool Director 

Ed Hess 
Director of Social Work 

Mark A. Cole 
Organist 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright  
Children’s Choirs 

Beth Thomas  
Financial Secretary 

Anne Vial  
Office Administrator 

Elizabeth Kessler  
Receptionist 

Mike Richardson 
Custodian

Winter Coat Collection  
Our friends at Catholic Charities 
in Camden have invited us to join 
their Annual Jacket Drive. As the 
weather gets colder, their families 
need warm jackets. All sizes are 
needed but mostly small to large 
because many clients are on the 
smaller side. 

 Let’s say “YES” in a big way. Bring 
new or gently used coats to the 
church office.

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:beewulf@mac.com


4

THIRD GRADE 
BIBLES – 
Congratulations to all of 
our third graders who 
received personalized 
Bibles for Third Grade 
Bible Sunday on 
October 16th! They did 
an excellent job reciting 
Psalm 23 during our 10 
AM worship service that 
day. We are so grateful 
for each one of our third 
graders! They include: 
Jared Mitchell Adams, 
Chloe Isabel Adkins, 
William Maxwell 
Bushnell, Topper 
Cheatham, Catherine 
Emily Cunningham, 
Nathaniel Bowman 
DePalma, Nina Theresa 
Fisicaro, Callum John 
Gallagher, Josephine 
Gehring, Ava Gracelyn 
Lawrence, Julian 
Christopher Lentine, 
Brooks Nicholas Meyer, 
Finnley Piper Ritter, 
Colin Michael 
Tourtellotte, and Leah 
Erin Woyciechowski. 

DINNER CHURCH 
Sunday Evening 
Christian life has always 
been lived out around a 
table. Jesus would 
gather around tables to 
bless meals, perform 
miracles, teach his 
followers, and serve 
those he loved. We’d like 
to invite you to our 
weekly Sunday evening 
Dinner Church worship 
service from 5:00- 6:30 
in Fellowship Hall where 
we hope to feed you in 
body, mind, and spirit. 
 

Christian Education

2018 YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO 
TENNESSEE  
• Saturday, June 23rd—Saturday, July 30th the 

FPC Youth Mission Trip will be traveling to 
Tennessee to work with Appalachia Service 
Project (ASP) 

• We will be working to build and rebuild 
homes in the Appalachia area 

• Rising freshman through graduated seniors 
are welcome to apply to the trip.  

• For more information, including application 
forms, please contact Laura Colee at 
lcolee@haddonfieldpres.org 

LIFE AFTER DEATH 
ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
FACILITATED BY REV. DICK 
RINGENWALD 
NOV 5, 12, 20 & 26, DEC 3 & 10 
11:15AM-12:15PM — BACK BOARD ROOM 
At the core of the Christian faith is God’s promise of 
eternal life. But in a pragmatic world how realistic 
can this be? In this course we will look at what 
Christianity fundamentally says about life after 
death from an academically oriented point of view.  
We will delve into history, anthropology, 
archaeology, psychology, comparative religion, 
physics and of course Scriptural theology to see 
where some of Christianity’s understanding of life 
after death originates and how it develops and 
changes over time.  

We will talk about the Easter event, judgment, 
heaven, hell, body/soul dualism, the doctrine of 
atonement and what eternal life actually means to 
include what theologians refer to as realized 
eschatology. We will also take particular note of 
where Christians differ on these issues. It is our hope 
that one will come away from these classes with an 
even more solidly grounded faith in God’s 
extraordinary gift. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Wednesday AM Bible Study 
• Every Wednesday 

morning of November 
from 10:30-11:45am in 
the Parlor 

• Led by Dan Colombi 
• We will be continuing 

our exploration of the 
book of Ephesians 

Peacemaking in Turbulent 
Times (FOLLOW UP CONVERSATION) 

• Sunday, November 12 
— 8:30-9:30am in the 
Back Board Room 

• Pastor Bill will lead a 
conversation on how we 
can talk to each other 
about difficult cultural 
and social issues 

• Congregants of all social, 
political, and theological 
backgrounds are 
welcome to join our 
conversation 

Names For the Messiah 
Advent Study 

• Sunday, November 26; 
December 3, 11 & 18 
from 8:30-9:30am in the 
Back Board Room 

• Led by Pastor Bill and 
Pastor Laura 

• We will explore the royal 
titles in Isaiah 9:6—
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, and Prince of 
Peace—and how 
people understood 
these titles in Biblical 
times. We will consider 
how Jesus did or did not 
fulfill each title and 
prepare ourselves for the 
birth of Jesus. Walter 
Brueggeman’s Names For 
the Messiah study will 
help guide our series.



Dear Friends, 
Please accept my deepest 
thanks for your gift of a 
Shaker music stand. Your 
gift on my final Sunday at 
HPC was delivered two 
weeks ago just in time for 
final rehearsals for an 
inaugural recital I played 
at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Germantown. I was joined by Gerry Rice 
who was the first musician to use it during 
rehearsals at our home as shown in the photo. 
Thank you again, 
Ted Barr

Preschool News 

The nicest place to be is in someone’s 
thoughts, the safest place to be is 
someone’s prayers, and the very best 
place to be is …. in the hands of God. 

11/11/17:  Veterans Day – Our classes will be making 
poppies while we remember to be thankful for the 

freedoms we enjoy and give honor to those who have 
served our country. 

  November 6 -10 — No School 

“... the little hills rejoice on every side.  The pastures are 
clothed with flocks; and the valleys also are covered over 
with corn; they shout for joy, and sing.”     
Psalms 65:12-13 

           Nov. 16, Thursday, or Nov. 17, Friday —2 ½ Year-old 
         Thanksgiving Sharing in the classrooms. 

  Parents check your classroom bulletin boards for your 
day and time to attend with your child.   

Our hallways will soon be rejoicing as we decorate 
with fall leaves, rows of pumpkin paintings dangling 
from classroom ceilings, sheaves of corn pictures 
made by children’s fingerprints, and sing joyful songs 
at our Thanksgiving Program telling all to “eat pizza 
… not turkey!” 

 Nov. 21, Tuesday, 3’s Thanksgiving Program, 9:30am. 
 All 3’s classes come to school at 9 am.  The Program 
will begin    at 9:30 am.    ALL 3’s CLASSES (AM and PM) 
ATTEND on this Tuesday.  Join us in the Sanctuary with the 
American Indians, Pilgrims, and turkeys! 

Each class will be decorating and “stuffing” the boxes with 
non-perishable goods as a “Giving Thanks” gift.  Church 
members, you may add food stuffs to the boxes on Sunday 
morning if your child would like to help stuff the “turkey 
boxes.”  Look on the Bulletin Boards for suggested food 
items, or just bring something you most enjoy at your 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Nov. 22 - 24.....No School  “Happy Thanksgiving!”

Barbara Sewall 
Preschool Director
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ADVENT FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 
5-7 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Each year at First Presbyterian Church, we mark 
our transition into the Advent season with a 
family-fun event known as the Advent Festival. At 
our Advent Festival we gather to enjoy a meal 
with our family of faith, to make fun seasonal 
crafts, especially Advent Wreaths, to sing 
Christmas songs, to support non-profits like 
Caring Hearts and Urban Promise International 
and to prepare our hearts for the Christ child.  

Please feel free to bring a finger dessert to share. 
Hoagies will be available for purchase. Proceeds 
for the hoagie sale will benefit FPC Youth Mission 
Trip to Tennessee! 

If you would like to help with crafts, please 
contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com. We’d love to have 
you join us! 
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PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER RELIEF – TEXAS/FLORIDA/
PUERTO RICO/CALIFORNIA: So many places in God’s 
world need our help and prayers. Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance is one of the groups responding to these 
desperate situations and more. PDA’s emergency 
response and their specialization in long-term recovery 
are fueled by your generous gifts. Checks can be sent to 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15264-3700. You can also give with a credit card by 
visiting www.presbyterianmission.org or by calling 
800-872-3283. Donations to the general fund give PDA 
discretion in directing their resources where they are 
needed most. To designate a specific destination for your 
gifts, find the code on the PDA website. 

URBAN PROMISE BENCH DEDICATION This past year 
the BOY SCOUTS of Troop 65 Haddonfield have collected 
839 lbs. of bottle caps that have been up-cycled into 2 
forever PARK BENCHES. All part of their BSA Conservation 
Award. Several FPC members donated caps and lids. The 
lids were driven out to Indiana where they were recycled 
into 2 benches. The bench at the community garden at 
Urban Promise School was dedicated Oct. 25. The Scouts 
were so excited and their 
excitement was contagious! 
The other bench is at 
Haddonfield Methodist 
Church which sponsors the 
troop. The boys were 
overwhelmed at the support 
of so many people who 
cared enough to donate the 
lids.   

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT     
In the coming months, Alex 
Dante will be carrying out 
an Eagle Scout project, 
which will involve 
constructing three display 
cases inside of the coat 
closet nearest the church 
office. These display cases will be used to house and 
exhibit artifacts that are representative of the history of 
the church. An estimated $1500 will be needed for the 
project. Donations would be greatly appreciated. If you 
wish to donate, checks should be made out to First 
Presbyterian Church with “Dante Eagle Project” in the 

memo line, and directed to the church office. Donors 
who contribute $50 or more will be recognized on a 
plaque near the display. 

PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTION UPDATE – As a 
congregation, we have sent our obligation—$37,851—to 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Haddonfield 
Council of Churches for the year. The total per capita 
contribution received from our members through 
10/8/2017 is $16,961, a difference of ($20,890). Please 
send your per capita dues of $37.00 per member (not per 
household) if you have not already done so. This offering 
insures that your regular pledge dollars will be used for 
other work and programs in our church.  

Thanksgiving Turkey Collection 
Since 1980, Your Food Shelf has been helping residents of 
Camden and the surrounding area avoid hunger. Each 
year, Your Food Shelf provides emergency food, clothing 
& household items to 1,500 seniors, families and children 
in need. Each food bag distributed provides a typical 
family of four with three meals a day for three days. In the 

summer months, 
our Farmer’s Market 
offers free, fresh 
produce to the 
seniors and families 
we serve to ensure 
they have access to 
healthy foods. Your 
food Shelf  is 
located at 1500 
Federal Street in 
Camden and is 
open Tuesday – 
Friday from 10 am 
– 3:00 pm.  We will 
be collecting 
Turkeys for this 
worthwhile 
Presbyterian based 

organization Sunday, 
November 19, from about 8:15 AM until noon.  There will 
also be room in one of the Church’s freezers.  Cash 
donations will also be accepted. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

http://www.presbyterianmission.org
http://www.presbyterianmission.org
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Over the years, our PW members 
have given generously of their time 
and talents as well as monetary 
contributions to help others here 
and around the world. Through 
individual pledges, memorial funds, 
bequests, and sales projects, such as 
the Coffee Project and the 
Strawberry Festival, our PW has 
been able to contribute to various 
local charities. Their special mission 
giving has benefited Urban 
Promise Wellness, New Visions, the 
Fresh Air Home, Guatemala Milk 
Fund, Kid’s Alley, Caring Hearts 
Ministry, Your Food Shelf, Interfaith 
Caregivers, migrant grooming kits, 
St. Wilfred’s, Distributing Dignity, 
the Cathedral Kitchen and Knitting 
for Peace. An Urban Promise 
student is being sponsored and an 
ongoing Kiva program is in 
operation. 

Our PW also participates in special 
offerings. Every fall we join in the 
“Thank Offering,” a tradition started 
in 1888 when a day was set aside as 
a day of prayer and thanksgiving 
and women were asked to 
contribute an extra dollar as a “thank 
offering to the Lord.” Since then, 
Presbyterian Women have 
supported this mission worldwide. 
This year fifteen projects have been 
chosen for grants; five will go to 
international projects and ten will 
be given to serve people in need in 
the United States. In nearby 
Phoenixville, PA, for example, the 
Women’s Outreach Shelter will be 
able to increase security for its 
house by the installation of security 
cameras, lighting and motion 
detectors. 

In the spring, the “Birthday 
Offering” is collected. This tradition 
was started in 1922 when a woman 
who had been visiting mission 
stations in Japan saw a need to 
improve the facilities there. When 
she returned home, she challenged 
the women of the church to give a 
penny for each year of their lives as 
a “Birthday Gift” to those school girls 
in Japan.  The practice continues 
today, enabling the PW to offer 
assistance both here and overseas 
for projects not supported by the 
General Assembly. Last spring’s 2017 
offering has provided water systems 
for a Navajo Reservation in New 
Mexico, has helped provide a larger 
facility for a home in South Carolina 
which is a safe haven for victims of 
domestic violence and has helped 
establish medical clinics in rural 
Presbyterian Churches in Cuba. 

At Circle meetings throughout the 
year, women contribute to “The 
Fellowship of the Least Coin.” 
Started in India sixty-one years ago 
to give all members a sense of 
being part of a worldwide family as 
they pray for peace, the practice 
continues today as a global 
ecumenical prayer movement. The 
coins symbolize prayers from 
around the world and become a 
symbol of our oneness in the 
common quest for peace, justice 
and reconciliation. The coins are 
then used for grants for special 
projects of service and relief around 
the world,  

The Presbyterian Women of our 
church are thankful to be able to 
participate in these mission 
projects. If you would like to join in 
any activities or offerings, please 

contact any Circle leader or one of 
the PW Moderators. Judy Grantham, 
231-8922, or Sue Smith, 546-8482.  

 OUR ONGOING KNITTING 
PROJECTS 

Members of Circle 1 are continuing 
to knit, crochet and quilt items 
which are then sent to needy areas. 
Several sleeping mats have gone to 
Swaziland to be used by AIDS 
orphans, and members continue to 
work for future situations. At this 
time, they are making t-shirt dresses 
and knitting items to be used in the 
coming cooler weather. 

Last year we had reminded our 
readers that they too could help 
others by knitting or crocheting 
items which would be donated 
where needed. Dorothy Alff 
responded with a total of 27 pieces 
which she had created – mittens, 
hats, scarves, shawls, blankets, 
booties and other baby items. We 
are grateful for her dedication and 
thoughtfulness. 

Can you knit or crochet? If so, you 
too can make an impact. For more 
information, telephone Sue Smith, 
546-8482 or go to the website, 
www.knitting4peace.com where 
you’ll find patterns for all requested 
items. A special knitting group in 
our church is open to all on 
Monday mornings between 9:30 
and 12:30. Come out to enjoy the 
camaraderie of the group. 

Knitting4Peace is a non-profit 
organization “dedicated to crafting 
hope, healing and peace one stitch 
at a time.”  As members work, they 
pray for each other and for the 
recipients as well as for peace.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN



The “Good Ladies” 
Jesus said, “I was in prison and you 

visited me.” 
Matthew 25:26b 

Every Friday a team of ordinary 
women drive into Camden to 
fulfill an extraordinary biblical 
imperative. Called “Good Ladies” 
for over 50 years and armed with 
a few puzzles and an excess of 
warm thoughts we bring hope 
and encouragement to the 
women detained in the Camden 
County Correctional Facility. It 
does not take a theological 
degree or advanced pastoral care 
training to take Jesus’ message to 
our sisters caught by their 
circumstances and decisions in a 
dismal place.  

They often relate to us their 
gratitude for our visit but we are 
equally blessed by the time spent 
with them. They sing joyfully and 
pray earnestly. Many have been 
well churched and all are looking 
to get back to something more 
meaningful in their lives. But for 
their incarceration they are much 
like the rest of us. 

The Good Ladies team is small 
and we sometimes struggle to 
have enough members to go 
every week. It doesn’t take 
unusual talent or even a silver 
tongue to join this ministry. The 
requirement is only a loving and 
giving heart. The team would be 
grateful for anyone who would 
like to volunteer even once a 
month. We leave the church on 
Friday mornings at 8:45 AM and 
are usually back by 11:30. There is 
room in the car for you. You may 
contact any of us for information 
(Judy Blank, Carol Carty, Janet 
Lehman, Judy Grantham and 
Isabel Pross).

Becky’s Blog:  What Color Would You Choose? 

The hands were bright orange, because orange represents feeling 
thoughtful. He is thoughtful when he uses his hands to help his 
brother, sister and mom. 
Another set of hands were dark red, the color of anger, for when 
she wants to punch something. “My hands get hot and I want to 
yell.” 

Each therapy sheet is a rainbow of colors in 
human form, representing emotions each 
child feels often and where they feel them in 
their bodies. “When I’m happy, my chest and 
stomach feel full of energy.” “When I’m scared, 
my heart beats fast and my chest hurts.” 
These sheets give us insights into each 
precious life and helps us to better 
understand behavior. This is trauma-informed 
practice, asking, “what happened to you?” 

instead of “what’s wrong with you?” And it’s teaching kids to use 
their words instead of their red fists! 
We have Libby Whitman to thank for this. Libby officially started as 
our mental health clinician just a month ago, though really, she’s 
been involved for a year now, having done an internship at 
CamdenForward School in her last year of graduate school. Libby 
graduated with her master’s in counseling from Westminster 
Seminary. She spent all summer collecting resources to use here 
at UrbanPromise, and our 
classroom walls all boast 
posters showing breath 
practices. The wellness room 
at our high school has a 
poster showing brain states 
and ways kids can self-
regulate to get themselves 
back up from an alarmed 
state to rational thinking 
again. Teachers and students 
understanding that exhaling 
longer than inhaling is calming, while a longer inhale is 
energizing. Third grade is meeting as a class once a week to learn 
the difference between tattling and when it’s right to tell an adult 
something. Libby has checked in with every new student this year 
from k-12, helping to assure a smooth transition. And in between 
all of these commitments she is providing individual counseling 
as well as doing classroom check-ins. 
I’m always worrying that Libby is doing too much, but, so far, she 
says she is happy and excited every day when she arrives here. 
She has so many gifts to share and our UrbanPromise community 
is blessed by her presence. So, welcome Libby! We are most 
thankful for you.
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Session Committees 10/26/17 

Finance and Property - No Chair 
Bill Wright (Budget), Christie Atkins, 
(Stewardship), Peter DuBois (Development), 
Buildings and Grounds/Administration, 
Investments. 

Personnel - Clair Blank (Chair), Craig Huber, 
Jim Groeling, Bill Wright 

Governance - Mark Oswald (Chair) 

Nominating - Lindsay Sommers (Chair) Joe 
Skey, Lesley Kirsch, Kristin Carberry, 
 James Hoobler, Tamara Fisicaro, Corey 
Crumley 

Long Range Planning - Brian McGlade 
(Chair), Rita Brown, Mark Oswald. 

Christian Education - Laura Poliero 
(Chairperson), Rev. Laura Colee, Trish 
Adkins, Nadia VanderKuip, Lee Federline, 
Kelly Shirley 

Youth Ministry - No functioning 
committee presently. 

Worship and Music - Bud Miller (Chair), 
Peter Leibensperger (Music Director), Rev. 
Bill Getman, Nancy Ruth Wainwright, 
Margot Dark, Keith Kirsch, Karen Dante, 
Amy Poliero, Betsy Westermaier, Tom Lamb 

Member and Pastoral Care - Sherry 
LaVigna (Chair) Bob Myles. 
Hospitality: Virginia Dowd, Parish Nurses, 
Prayer Chain: Jill Mascena, Care and Share: 
Judy Sikora, God's Handiwork: Kelly Stout 

Mission and Outreach - Rita Brown (Chair), 
Craig Huber, Tamaro Fisicaro, 
Justice & Advocacy: Becky Bryan (Chair), 
Lisa Hurd, Rita Brown, Anne Vial, Ginny 
Ritchie, Rev. Laura Colee, George 
Spellmeyer 

Ad-Hoc Mission Study Committee- Lisa 
Hurd (Chair), Sally O’Brien, Keith Kirsch, Paul 
Sommers, John Dowd, Maggie Sell, Val 
Andrews

ELDERS 

CLASS OF 2017     
Tricia Adkins 
Lois Boyce 
Karen Dante 
Sherry LaVigna 
Brian McGlade 
Bob Myles 
Mark Oswald 
Nadia VanderKuip 
Betsy Westermaier 

CLASS OF 2018 
Christie Atkins 
Emily Bell 
Becky Bryan 
Margot Dark 
Peter DuBois 
Tamara Fisicaro 
Keith Kirsch 
Amy Poliero 
Laura Poliero 

CLASS OF 2019 
Clair Blank 
Rita Brown 
Lee Federline 
Craig Huber 
Lisa Hurd 
Bud Miller 
Kelly Shirley 
Lindsay Sommers 
Judy Blank, Clerk of Session

DEACONS 

CLASS OF 2017 
Bonnie Dewey 
Virginia Dowd 
Tina Edmonston 
Rhonda Ilves 
Kim Kipers 
Glenn Manochi 
Kelly Stout 

CLASS OF 2018 
Kristin Carberry 
Claire Martin 
Claudia Petaccio 
Quinn Plunkett 
Sally Seddon 
Chloe Willison 
Larissa Willison 

CLASS OF 2019 
Kendall Annable 
Zach Bissinger 
Lesley Kirsch 
Andy Levering 
Dotti Peatman 
Michele Plunkett 
Andy Reinicker 
Maggie Sell 
Emma Skey 
Lori Zeiders 


