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The Nativity Window
Our sanctuary has six stained glass windows, three of 
which were created  by Tiffany. The other windows, 
including this Nativity Window, were designed and 
made by Joseph Batchelor, a Haddonfield artisan.

Advent Calendar
November 23, 5-7 PM 

Advent Festival

Come to Fellowship Hall for soup and hoagies, 
making crafts & advent wreaths, and worship.

November 30 , 8:30, 9:30, and 11AM

First Sunday of Advent Services

December 7, 8:30, 9:30, and 11 AM

Second Sunday of Advent Services 

December 14, 8:30, 9:30, and 11 AM

Third Sunday of Advent Services

December 14, 5:00  PM

Christmas Candlelight Service

Our sanctuary will be filled with the songs of 
the season as all of our choirs perform.

December 21, 8:30, 9:30, and 11 AM

Fourth Sunday of Advent Services

No Sunday School – all students are invited to 
remain in the sanctuary at 9:30 for a special 
child-friendly Christmas service.  At 11:00, 
children ages 3-7 may attend children’s 
church.

December 24, 4:00, 7:30, and 10 PM

Christmas Eve Services

Join us in the sanctuary for the early family-
friendly service or the 10:00 service.   At 7:30, 
a more contemplative service is held in 
the chapel.     More on page 5



Dear Family of Faith Members,
 
     The season of Advent will nearly be upon us by the 
time you receive this Glad Tidings.  It’s hard to believe 
that the fall is already giving way to early winter!
      Along with Advent’s arrival on Sunday, November 
30, I want to extend an invitation to you to join with 
church family members for worship.  I especially want to 
encourage those who have not been regular in worship 
participation to come home during this season of 

reflection and anticipation.
      Our life together at First Presbyterian Church is marked by joy and rich 
fellowship.  But that joy and fellowship will always remain incomplete 
without you.  If you have been absent because of a particular concern you 
have, please call or email me (bgetman@haddonfieldpres.org).  As always, I 
would welcome an opportunity to talk or visit with you.
      And I would most welcome the opportunity to greet you on one of the 
coming Sundays!
    In Christ’s peace,
      Bill

Bill Getman
Senior Pastor
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STEWARDSHIP:   “JUST SAY YES”
Even though the 2009 stewardship campaign officially ended on October 19th, we 
still have a way to go to reach the anticipated revenue target of $700,000.

If you have not yet pledged, please think over with prayerful consideration all of the 
weekly “did you know” information the Stewardship committee provided.  Please 
keep in mind it is imperative that the church receive your pledge commitment, 
regardless of the amount.  

Your pledge provides the necessary financial information to anticipate annual 
revenue and expense budgeting. Your pledge information is also confidential, 
regardless of the amount. Without your commitment, we regret that key programs 
and staff will need to be cut.  

Please look into your heart, consider with prayer, and pledge generously. “Just Say 
Yes” to pledging!

For everyone who has turned in their 2009 pledge, we sincerely thank you for your 
generosity. 

Our annual Christmas Candlelight 
and Carol service will be held on 

Sunday, December 14, at 5:00 PM.  
Hear the Christmas story in 

scripture and hear all of our singing 
and ringing choirs presenting 

special music.
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Youth Corner…
The past month has 
made me very proud 
of our youth group, as 
you all have stepped 
up to be good 
neighbors, raking 
leaves for folks in our 
church, and spending 
a day off from school 

working at Kids Alley 
Café in Camden.  Our Sunday night 
gatherings are in full swing, and the senior 
high Sunday school has been digging into 
some great new territory.  Good things are 
happening!

Rev. Jeremy 
Sanderson

Associate Pastor

Youth Ministry News

Here’s what you can expect coming up…

Nov. 23rd –Join us in Fellowship Hall for the all-church 
 Advent Festival, 5-7pm.  Greens hanging, hoagies, 
 carols… all that good advent stuff.
Nov. 30th – Happy Thanksgiving!  NO youth group.
Dec. 7th – Regular youth group (our last regular meeting of
 the year!!)
Dec. 14th – 8th-12th Graders – Join Jeremy for some 
 neighborhood Caroling and hot Cider!  
 Meet at the manse at 7:30pm.  
 No youth group for 6th & 7th graders.

Dec. 21st – ALL-AGES CHRISTMAS PARTY!!  Youth Lounge, 7-9pm.  Bring a white-elephant gift to exchange!
 

Here’s to a great end to ’08!!



Question of the Month:
What do you like best about singing in Chancel Choir?

Tanya McKenzie Lee
This church has been a very 
special home for me and my 
family throughout the years. 
Though there are many 
wonderful things about it, 
what has meant most to me 
is singing in Chancel Choir. 
Under the expert direction 
of Ken, we are able to create 
beautiful music. Ken is very 
much the reason that so 
many of us show up week 
after week, year after year. 
He is not only a talented 
musician, great teacher, and 
wonderful motivator, but, as 
an added bonus, he’s quite 
the entertainer. I can’t 
imagine my life without 
Chancel Choir. We are so 
blessed!

Bud Miller
Singing in our choir gives me 
the wonderful opportunity 
to harmonize with excellent 
voices. I enjoy the 
communications and 
camaraderie of the choir 
members and the value we 
add to our Sunday services. 
Singing for Ken Carter is an 
absolute thrill. With Ken’s 
always positive attitude and 
expert leadership ability, I 
am able to learn something 
new each week. Weekly 
rehearsals, under Ken’s 
direction, help me to 
become a better singer and 
give me ideas to implement 
in my barbershop chorus 
and quarter. I look forward 
to each rehearsal and the 
services in which we 
participate.
NOTE: Bud is director of the 
award-winning Pine Barons, 
Cherry Hill’s outstanding 
barbershop chorus.

Lisa Hurd
I’ve always enjoyed 
ensemble singing and was 
thrilled to join the Oratorio 
Choir even before we 
joined the church! I’ve now 
been singing with the choir 
here for almost 13 years, 
and it’s a treat to be a part 
of this group to sing under 
Ken’s direction. He makes 
the hard work that goes 
into preparing our annual 
oratorio performances a lot 
of fun.

Rebecca Lentine
I love being a part of 
Chancel Choir. No matter 
how hectic my week may 
be. Ken makes the music 
fun to learn, and choir is a 
chance to give back 
musically to our family of 
faith and to feel spiritually 
connected to one 
another.

Have you been thinking about getting 
more involved in our church?
There’s a way that will allow you to meet 
some of the finest people, help you improve 
yourself, learn a new skill, and benefit yourself 
physically, mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually.  Joining choir will permit you to 
play a vital part in our worship. Best of all, it’s 
free, and it only takes a few hours each week.
Join Chancel Choir and enrich your life! 
Rehearsals are Thursday nights at 8:00.

Angels we have heard on high, gently singing o’er the plain, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strain.  

Gloria in excelsis!

Our annual Christmas 
Candlelight and Carol 
service will be held on 

Sunday, December 14, at 
5:00 PM.  Hear the Christmas 

story in scripture and hear 
all of our singing and 

ringing choirs presenting 
special music.



Ken Carter
Music Director

Music Ministry
Choir performance schedule:

Nov. 23:  Thomas Sherrerd Choir
Dec. 7:     Chapel Choir
Dec. 14:  (11 AM)  Thomas Sherrerd Choir
Dec. 14:  (5 PM)  All singing and ringing
    choirs.
Dec. 21:  Cherub and Carol Choirs
Dec. 24:  (4 PM)  Cherub and Carol Choirs
   and Alleluia Bells.

Our annual Christmas Candlelight and Carol service will be held 
on Sunday, December 14, at 5:00 PM.  Plan to come early to get a 
good seat. You will enjoy singing many favorite Carols, hear the 
Christmas story in scripture and hear all of our singing and ringing 
choirs presenting special music.

Choir warm-ups for the Christmas Candlelight Service are as follows:  
All ringing choirs meet in the sanctuary at 3:30 PM and all singing 
choirs meet at the robing area at 4:20 PM.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our Oratorio Choir, soloists and 
orchestra for their beautiful presentation of Gabriel Faure’s Requiem 
on Sunday, November 16, at our 11:00 AM Worship service.

The tableaux rehearsal for the Christmas Candlelight service will be 
held on Saturday, December 13, at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary.

NOVEMBER SESSION REPORT
 
      During the meeting, session took the following actions:
 •  Approved and recommend to the congregation the terms of Rev. 
    Getman’s 2009 Call.
 •  Approved and recommend to the congregation the terms of

         Rev. Sanderson’s 2009 Call. These Calls will be presented at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 1, 2009.

     •  Granted permission to Rev. Sanderson and the Youth
         Group to conduct fundraisers for the summer ‘09  
         mission trip to Kentucky.

      •  Approved suspending the December session meeting subject to 
the Moderator or a Committee chair calling a meeting.

        
                                                                                      Mary Stringfellow, Clerk

Advent Calendar

December 28, 11:00 AM 

New Year’s Worship Service

We all gather for one service of 
reflection and looking forward.  
No Sunday School on this day

Peacemaking Offering
 
Thank you for your generous gifts to 
the Peacemaking Offering. The offering 
totaled $1098.75. 

Twenty-five percent of the offering will 
help support the ministry of the Good 
News Home for Women in Flemington, 
NJ, which offers hope, healing, and 
restoration to women and their 
families. 

The remaining seventy-five percent will 
help our partners in the Presbytery, 
Synod, and General Assembly as they 
work on behalf of God’s peacemaking 
throughout the world.  
 –Mission Committee

Gatherings

Presbyterian Women

PW Coordinating Team meets 
Dec. 2nd at 9:45 AM 
in the church Parlor.

Circle 4 meets Dec. 8 at 7:45 PM 
Hostess: Kathy Bell, 
236 Centre St. (428-1083)

Bible verses for December: 
                             Luke 1:52, 53.

(continued from page 1)



ITINERARY FOR PASSION PLAY 2010 TRIP
Christian Heritage Class

(A custom-made group tour limited to 20 participants)
                                    
Wednesday, May 26  -  Leave Philadelphia or Newark - depending on best airfare which cannot be determined until 11 months prior to actual 
departure.   Transportation will be provided to the airport from Haddonfield.
 
Thursday, May 27 - Arrive Berlin, take a driving tour of the city including the famous Under den Linden and Berlin’s many public monuments (not 
missing the famous matching French-Huguenot and German Lutheran Cathedrals on either side of the Schauspielhaus).  We will include a short 
walk on the island in the river Spree, which was the cradle of Berlin’s history since the 13th century, prior to arrival at the hotel in Potsdam.  
Welcoming dinner.
 
Friday, May 28- Tour the city of Potsdam.   A full day to relax and enjoy at leisure the sites of Potsdam and its enormous park, including Frederick 
the Great’s royal summer residence at Schloss Sanssouci (1747) and its Bildergalerie (with Caravaggio’s “Doubting Thomas” and other Baroque 
paintings from the Prussian royal collection), and the domed Neues Palace of the Prussian kings.  Overnight in Potsdam.
 
Saturday, May 29 – The drive to Lutherstadt-Wittenberg should take just over an hour.   Wittenberg, on the river Elbe, was developed as his 
capital and university town by the 16th century Saxon elector Frederick the Wise.     On the door of the castle church Martin Luther posted his 
famous “95 theses” in October 1517, sparking the Protestant Reformation.  Another famous resident of the town was the artist of the Reformation, 
Lucas Cranach the elder.  We will have a tour of the points of interest in the city such as the castle, the castle church (with the tombs of Luther and 
Philipp Melanchthon), the Cranachhaus, the Melanchthonhaus, and the Lutherhalle.  Overnight in Wittenberg.
 
Sunday, May 30 - Drive to Leipzig, arriving mid-morning and visiting some of the points of interest in Old Town. Leipzig has been an Imperial City 
since 1165 and its university was founded in 1409.   There are many points of interest to see, but none more beloved than the Thomaskirche 
where J.S. Bach was choirmaster from 1736 and where he is buried. After lunch drive on to Erfurt, the capital of Thuringia and the oldest town in 
the area, dating back to 729 with a university founded in 1396.  At Erfurt University Martin Luther was a distinguished law student before a vow 
made during a violent lightning storm took him into the Augustinian monastery here. We will walk in the old town and see Brother Martin’s cell in 
the Kloster.  It is then a short journey to Eisenach for overnight.
 
Monday, May 31 – Towering above Eisenach is the Wartburg, the “mighty fortress” where outlawed Martin Luther lived “among the 
birds” (1521-22) while translating the New Testament into German.   It is the setting immortalized by Wagner in his opera “Tannhauser” and also 
the birthplace of the modern German flag of black, red, and gold.   Eisenach town at the base includes house museums to its famous citizens 
Martin Luther and J.S.Bach (born here in 1685), who both sang in the choir of the St. Nicholas Church in the Lutherplatz.  Overnight in Eisenach.
 
Tuesday, June 1- Leave Eisenach for about a two hour drive to Coburg, which is dominated by a massive fortress overlooking the river Itz.  In 1530 
the fortress of the Wettin family provided sanctuary for Martin Luther. The town was beautifully remodeled during the late Renaissance and 
retains many associations (through Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, husband of Britain’s Queen Victoria) with the British royal family.   That 
afternoon, en route to Bayreuth, we will stop to see the lovely Baroque Vierzenheiligen (“14 intercessory saints”) church redesigned 1741-72 by 
Balthasar Neumann.  This is a masterpiece of South German Baroque with magnificent Rococo furnishings.  The centerpiece is the “Altar of Mercy” 
where in 1519 a humble shepherd had visions of Christ with all the fourteen holy helpers.  Overnight in Bayreuth.
 
 Wednesday, June 2 – Spend the day in leisurely fashion.   Bayreuth, founded in 1231 and the seat of counts and later margraves of the Holy 
Roman Empire, became famous when Richard Wagner took up residence here in 1872.  Wagner’s villa Wahnfried, his tomb, and the Festspielhaus 
he designed for his “Ring” operas are just part of many charming attractions of this charming town. Overnight in Bayreuth.
 
Thursday, June 3- Traveling south toward the Alps, we will make a stop in the old town of Regensburg on the river Danube before continuing 
through Bavaria to our home for the next 3 nights in the Mittenwald area.  The charming hill town of Mittenwald itself is famous for the stringed 
instruments made here since the arrival of Italian violin-makers from Cremona in the 18th century.  
 
Friday, June 4- Today we go to Garmisch and ascend (by cog railway and cable car) the snow crowned Zugspitze, at 9720 ft. Germany’s highest 
mountain.   The return will take us to “the Church in the Meadow” (“Die Wies”) in Steingaden, famous for its stucco work and trompe l’oeil 
paintings, and the great Benedictine Abbey of Ettal, founded after a vow by Emperor Louis IV following a harrowing crossing of the Alps in 1330.
 
Saturday, June 5- The Passion Play in Oberammergau with time in the morning for shopping locally.
 
Sunday, June 6 – En route to Munich, we will stop at Schloss Linderhof, a royal cottage remodeled by the eccentric Bavarian King Ludwig II in the 
Neo-Rococo style.   The entrancing gardens feature a fabulous jet d’eau and several romantic buildings, including the exotic Moroccan house and 
the Venus grotto where the “Mad King” rode in a swan boat as the lighting and atmospheric effects continually changed.  We will end our tour in 
Munich, the exciting capital of Bavaria, and stay overnight in a hotel near the airport.
 
Monday, June 7- Fly home to Philadelphia or Newark.  Transportation  back to Haddonfield..
*********************************************************************
All of this is subject   to   accommodations being available at the mentioned locations. All information is going to be subject to changes incurred 
within the next 2 years. The cost per person, double occupancy will be $4400.  This includes airfare.   Isabel Ritter Goerhinger, our veteran German 
guide and friend from Heidelberg, has agreed to be our escort.   Deposit of $500 person will be fully refundable up to 120 days before departure 
(January 2010) and then pro-rated.   David Stedman is the group leader and for more information can be reached at 856 795 2092 or by email 
(label it “Oberammergau”) at DASConcy@aol.com.   We are only taking 20 people so please indicate your interest early. The deposit check may be 
made out and sent to our independent travel agent, Joyce Connell, at 311 Second St., Moorestown, NJ 08057-3391.   Joyce’s number is 856 234 
0430.   Joyce will send you the proper forms.

mailto:DASConcy@aol.com
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It has been sixteen months since I began working as 
your Director of Christian Education, and what a full 
sixteen months it has been!  For such a short time we 
have accomplished a lot... two "Rally Days," special 
Christmas and Easter programs for our children, Lent 
and summer small groups for adults, an end-of-the-
year worship service with all our children, an action-
packed week of Vacation Bible School, two Advent 
Festivals... not to mention the week-in, week-out 
work of teaching the love of Christ to our babies, 
preschoolers, students, and adults! 
 
I say "we" because although I've had the privilege of 
doing a little behind the scenes administration of all 
of the above, it is YOU who carry out all of these 
ministries.  Peter tells us in his letter: "YOU are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light." (I Peter 2:9)  And Paul says, "YOU are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it."  
(I Corinithians 12:27)  Church would simply not work 
without each member doing their part to carry out 
God's mission in the church and in the world.
 
So as I step out of this role at the end of December, I 
am confident that not only will you select and 
support someone else to step into it in January, but 
you will each continue to carry out the important 
work you are already doing.  Loving children, 
teaching adults, setting up tables and chairs, leading 
songs, cutting out crafts... every step of the process is 
an important part of the work we do in Christian 
Education.  And, since I'm not going very far away, I 
look forward to figuring out what my new, (smaller) 
role will be, too!
 
May you know God's richest blessings as you 
continue the work to which God has called you!
 
Sarah Sanderson
Director of Christian Education

A Message from
Sarah Sanderson
our Director of 
Christian 
Education

Advent: Preparing to Hear the 
Angels Sing

 Colorful holiday decorations of red and green 
brighten homes and shops throughout December. The 
liturgical color for Advent is purple, however, evident in 
the stoles worn by our pastors and the cloths draped on 
the pulpit and lectern for the four Sundays before 
Christmas. 
 Purple, the color used also in Lent, symbolizes a 
time of preparation and repentance. Advent provides an 
opportunity for Christians to turn away from the old and 
turn toward a fresh retelling of good news for all people: 
the birth of a newborn king, God coming to live with us. 
Through this period of reflection we recognize that our 
true hope is in Jesus Christ, the light of the world and God 
incarnate.
 The Advent music sung by the choirs and 
congregation is selected to deepen our reflections. We 
voice our longing for the new when we plead musically 
for the long-expected Emmanuel to come and ransom 
our captive souls. Although holiday songs are played on 
the radio and piped into malls from Halloween on, the 
church waits to celebrate with Christmas carols until the 
time of preparation and waiting ends. Just as we don’t 
sing the Easter hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” until we 
pass through Lent, we can’t sing “Joy to the World” until 
we pass through Advent.
 In the weeks before Christmas, watch and listen 
for God speaking through worship and personal 
reflection as we ready our hearts to receive the Christ of 
whom the angels sing.

Christmas 
Candlelight 

Service 

December 14 

5:00 PM



Primetimer Luncheons
Seniors – Christmas will come a little 
early this year.  Come to the 
Hospitality Center at noon on Wed., 
Dec. 10, for a scrumptious dinner, 
followed by a program.

Christmas Dinner:  Juice, Christmas 
Beef, green bean casserole, mashed 
potatoes, dinner rolls and Holiday 
Dessert.  Call 429-1960 for 
reservations- all for $3.  

A musical program of carols led by 
Alice and Carl Wilhjelm in the choir 
room will follow, as will the annual 
smorgasbord of “cookies to go” 
supplied by our Senior Council.  
So come eat, sing, and be merry!

OPEN RING

The next meeting of Open Ring will be held on Saturday evening, 
November 22nd in the church parlor at 7:30 PM.  Ginny Ritchie will lead 
a discussion on issues raised in the book, The Limits of Power: The End 
of American Exceptionalism, by Andrew Bacevich.

Professor Bacevich is concerned about the future of our country and 
offers a crucial analysis of what we need to do as Americans to preserve 
our democracy. Join us and lend your voice to this important 
conversation. Please call one of the hostesses if you plan to attend—
Karen Weaver (428-3396) and Dot Rouh (429-9136).

On Tuesday, Nov. 18, the weekly staff meeting went on the road to 
volunteer at Urban Promise in Camden.  Jobs included moving boxes 
and furniture, addressing envelopes, making cookies, and various and 
sundry other tasks.  Pictured above are Barb Sewell, Linda Wilhjelm and 
Carol Tatem on kitchen duty.  Joyce Ann Routon and Betsy Baumhauer 
handled the paper work.  Jeremy and Sarah Sanderson created a 
collage for presentations Urban Promise makes at area churches.

The photo is provided by ace cameraman Joe Routon.  Pastor Bill, Ken 
Carter and Mike Richardson are off stage doing some heavy lifting.  
Urban Promise is one of several local mission programs supported by 
our church family. 

Staff Meets Mission at Urban Promise

Holiday Health 
and Safety Tips

The holidays are a time to celebrate, give 
thanks, and reflect. They are also a time to 
pay special attention to your health. Give 
the gift of health and safety to yourself and 
others by following these holiday tips from 
the Centers for Disease Control.

Manage stress. The holidays don’t need to 
take a toll on your health. Keep a check on 
over-commitment and over-spending. 
Balance work, home, and play. Get support 
from family and friends. Practice time 
management. Keep a relaxed and positive 
outlook.

Eat healthy and be active. With balance and 
moderation, you can enjoy the holidays the 
healthy way. Choose fresh fruit as a festive 
and sweet substitute for candy. Select just 
one or two of your favorites from the host of 
tempting foods. Find fun ways to stay active, 
such as dancing to your favorite holiday 
music. Adults should get at least 30 minutes 
and children should get at least 60 minutes 
of moderate physical activity most, 
preferably all, days of the week.

Handle and prepare food safely. 

As you prepare holiday meals, keep you and your family safe from food-
related illness. Wash hands and surfaces often. Avoid cross-
contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood, and eggs 
(including their juices) away from ready-to-eat foods and eating 
surfaces. Cook foods to the proper temperature. Refrigerate promptly. 
Do not leave perishable foods out for more than two hours.


